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Chapter 9: The Apex of  The First Section of  Proverbs 

 

Proverbs chapters one through nine make up a complete unit written as a fa-

ther’s plea to his son to listen to his instruction and walk uprightly. Chapter one 

introduces the theme of wisdom calling out and chapter nine revisits this same 

theme as wisdom gives her final appeal and invitation (1:22; 8:5; & 9:4).  

The structure of chapter nine uses the Hebrew literary device of antithetical par-

allelism to give a clear contrast between the call of Wisdom (9:1-6) and Folly 

(9:13-18). What is unusual is that these two related sections are divided by a 

seemingly unrelated section contrasting the instruction of a mocker and wise 

man. But this crucial passage (9:7-12) provides the key to further understanding 

this rich section of Scripture as it revisits two key concepts linking chapter one 

and nine together as “bookends” -1. the fear of the LORD and 2. the nature of 

receiving wisdom requires one to humbly receive reproof/correction. 

 

WISDOM = LIFE (9:1-6) 
 Offers a substantial abundant satisfying well prepared “banquet” 

 Appeals to reason 

 Does not promise immediate pleasure 

 Results in eternal satisfaction/delight 

 Requires humble change of direction 

 Requires a fear of, and submission to God 
 
FOLLY = DEATH (9:13-18) 
 Offers a cheap imitation-feast of empty, stolen, “junk food”  

 Appeals only to the fleshly desires 

 Promises immediate pleasure 

 Results in long-term dissatisfaction 

 Does not mention guaranteed death 

 Pursued by a proud, ignorant heart 

 Demonstrates a rebellion to, and rejection of God 

1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,  
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. C
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Proverbs 9:1-6 ESV 

 

 1 Wisdom has built her house;  
      she has hewn   her seven pillars. 
 2    She has    slaughtered her beasts;  
      she has    mixed her wine;  
      she has also   set her table. 
 3    She has    sent out her young women  
         to call from the highest places in the town, 
 4  "Whoever is simple,  
  let him turn in here!"  
 

   To him who lacks sense she says, 
 5  "Come,  
   eat of my bread and  
   drink of the wine I have mixed. 
 

 6    Leave your simple ways, and  
   live, and  
   walk in the way of insight." 

 

 7 Whoever corrects a scoffer  
  gets himself abuse, and  
   he who reproves a wicked man  
  incurs injury. 
 
 8 Do not reprove a scoffer,  
  or he will hate you;  
 

   reprove a wise man,  
  and he will love you. 
 
 9 Give instruction to a wise man,  
  and he will be still wiser;  
   teach a righteous man,  
  and he will increase in learning. 
 
 10 The fear of the LORD  
  is the beginning of wisdom, and  
    the knowledge of the Holy One  
  is insight. 
 

 11  For by me your days will be multiplied,  
 and years will be added to your life. 
 

 12   If you are wise,  
           you are wise for yourself;  
  if you scoff,  
           you alone will bear it. 

Proverbs 9:7-12 ESV 

1:5 Let the wise hear and in-
crease in learning, and the one 
who understands obtain guid-
ance, 
 6 to understand a proverb and a 
saying, the words of the wise 
and their riddles. 

 1:7 The fear of the LORD  
  is the beginning of knowledge, 
But  
    fools despise wisdom  
    and instruction. 

 1:2 To know wisdom and in-
struction, to understand words 
of insight, 
 3 to receive instruction in wise 
dealing, in righteousness, jus-
tice, and equity; 
 4 to give prudence to the sim-
ple, knowledge and discretion 
to the youth-- 

1:20 Wisdom cries aloud in the 
street, in the markets she raises 
her voice; 
 21 at the head of the noisy 
streets she cries out; at the 
entrance of the city gates she 
speaks: 
 22 "How long, O simple ones,  
     will you love being simple?    
    How long will scoffers  
     delight in their scoffing  
     and fools hate knowledge? 

 1:23 If you turn at my reproof,  
    behold, I will pour out  
       my spirit to you;  
    I will make  
       my words known to you. 
 33 but whoever listens to me  
      will dwell secure and  
      will be at ease,  
      without dread of disaster." 

Proverbs 1 

Examining Proverbs 9 (comparison with Prov. 1) 



 13 The woman Folly  is loud;  
           she  is seductive  
           and  knows nothing. 
 

 14            She  sits at the door of her house;  
           she  takes a seat  
       on the highest places of the town, 
 15         calling to those who pass by,  
           who are going straight on their way, 
 16   "Whoever is simple,  
   let him turn in here!"  
 
And to him who lacks sense she says, 
 17   "Stolen water  
    is sweet, and  
    bread eaten in secret  
    is pleasant." 
 
 18 But he does not know  
  that the dead are there,  
  that her guests are in the depths of Sheol. 

Proverbs 9:13-18 ESV 

1:10 My son, if sinners entice you, 
do not consent. 
 11 If they say, "Come with us,  
    let us lie in wait for blood;  
    let us ambush the innocent  
           without reason; 
 12 like Sheol let us swallow them  
     alive, and whole, like those 
     who go down to the pit; 
 13 we shall find all precious  
      goods, we shall fill our houses  
      with plunder; 
 14 throw in your lot among us;  
     we will all have one purse"-- 
 15 my son, do not walk in the way 
with them; hold back your foot 
from their paths, 
 16 for their feet run to evil, and 
they make haste to shed blood. 
 17 For in vain is a net spread in the 
sight of any bird, 
 18 but these men lie in wait for 
their own blood; they set an am-
bush for their own lives. 
 19 Such are the ways of everyone 
who is greedy for unjust gain; it 
takes away the life of its posses-
sors. 

1:
24 Because I have called and you refused to listen, have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded, 

 25 because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, 
 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when terror strikes you, 
 27 when terror strikes you like a storm and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,  
     when distress and anguish come upon you. 
 28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not find me. 
 29 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, 
 30 would have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof, 
 31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices. 
 32 For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them; 

Proverbs 1 

How do these verses relate to the two sections that sandwich it in contrasting parallelism? Here 
are some observations that will help us understand the role of 9:7-12: 
 

1. The focus of 9:7-12 isn’t on wisdom or folly’s personified plea unlike the surrounding 
context (though wisdom does speak in v. 11). 

2. In 9:7-12 the contrast is made between a wise man (also called “righteous”) and the scoffer 
(also called “wicked”). 9:1-6 and 9:13-18 call out to the simple one who is still at a cross-
roads. 

3. 9:7-8 seems to be a warning of the danger in confronting a scoffer. 
4. 9:8-9 mentions the benefit and recommendation of correcting a wise man. 
5. 9:10 re-introduces the key theme of the book - that wisdom is found through the fear of the 

LORD.  
6. In 9:11 Wisdom “speaks,” promising longevity (blessing) for the one who gains her. 
7. In 9:12 the author reminds the reader of one’s personal responsibility for the gaining of 

wisdom and the bearing of the consequence for scoffing living. 
 
1-6 vs. 13-18 is a convincing contrast and choice for the young son  
 of the satisfying, banquet of wisdom and the hollow, death-snack of folly. 
7-12 is a convicting test to measure one’s responses to correction/instruction/wisdom  
              to see if he is a humble wisdom-receiver an ugly proud wisdom-rejecter (mocker). 

So how does 9:7-12 fit in the context? 



 7 Whoever corrects a scoffer  
   gets himself abuse,  
and  
   he who reproves a wicked man  
   incurs injury. 
 
 
 8 Do not reprove a scoffer,  
   or he will hate you;  
 

   reprove a wise man,  
   and he will love you. 
 
 
 9 Give instruction to a wise man,  
   and he will be still wiser;  
 

   teach a righteous man,  
   and he will increase in learning. 
 
 
 
 10 The fear of the LORD  
      is the beginning of wisdom, 
    and  
     the knowledge of the Holy One  
      is insight. 
 
 
 

 11 For by me  
           your days will be multiplied, and 
                  years will be added to your life. 
 
 
 
 

 12  If you are wise,  
         you are wise for yourself;  
 if you scoff,  
          you alone will bear it. 

Proverbs 9:7-12 ESV 
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I. Which is a better learner, the ugly 
fool or pleasant wise person?  

 A. Correcting a fool is dangerous! 
      (Itôs foolish to try to fix a fool!) 

1. To correct a fool invites insult/
shame! 

2. To rebuke a fool is harmful! 

 
B. Correcting the wise is beneficial. 

(It is wise to teach the wise!) 
1. A fool sets himself against the 

teacher/God’s correction. 
 

2. The wise embraces the teacher 
(sent by God). 

3. The wise accepts God’s instruc-
tion (brought by man). 

4. The wise grows in wisdom. 
5. The wise/righteous will grow in  
    learning (recognizing it as 

God’s instruction). 

II. Chose to be a humble pupil of God. 
 A. Wisdom is directly related to one’s 

relation to God. 
1. Wisdom is initiated by fearing 

God.  
2. Understanding is initiated by 

knowing God. 
 
 

B. Wisdom’s benefit is great!   
1. The benefit of wisdom/

understanding is the blessing of 
life from God. 

 
 

C. The choice and consequences are 
up to you:  

4. The choice to be wise is your 
responsibility. / You personally 
reap the benefits. 

5. The consequences are yours 
alone. (It’s awfully lonely to be 
in opposition to God.) 

The gullible/simple/immature, to whom both wisdom and folly call out is still in the position to be 
turned aside. The sign of the fool/scoffer is to scorn it and proudly indulge in Folly. The mark of the 
wise is to humbly heed Wisdom’s call.  
 
The scoffer is presented here as refusing rebuke/instruction and beyond correction. This scorner is 
so full of himself and contemptuous of others that he will not humble himself under any authority 
and especially will not acknowledge the authority and correction of the Lord.  
 
Thus, scoffing at truth, instruction and correction is the very antithesis of fearing the Lord. He, in 
essence, has turned his back on the Lord and knowing Him. He has confined himself to the lonely 
empty prison of the fool. 

How You Receive Instruction Reveals Your Identity: Fool or Wise 



Scoffers/Scorners/Mockers make fun of 
others they disagree with. They use the 
tactic of belittling and battling opposition. 
They refuse to look at the truth 
(objectively) and refuse to handle others 
graciously. They are motivated by self-
preservation, pride and fear, thus are usu-
ally on guard and in attack mode. 
 
Often they are recognizable by being 
critical, bitter, proud, hurt, jealous, defen-
sive, angry and usually rejects the 
“banquet” of healing peace, truth and 
satisfaction only God can give. They have 
a low view of God  as evidenced by their 
self-directed behavior and scorn of truth 
and wisdom. 
 
The fool has stopped growing and refuses 
to receive correction/rebuke.  

What is a Wise One? 

03887 ThH  luwts {loots}  

Meaning:  1) to scorn, make mouths at, talk 
arrogantly 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to boast 1a2) to 
scorn 1b) (Hiphil) 1b1) to mock, deride 
1b2) to interpret (language) 1b2a) inter-
preter (participle) 1b2b) ambassador (fig.) 
1c) (Hithpalpel) to be inflated, scoff, act 
as a scorner, show oneself a mocker  

Usage:  AV - scorner 14, scorn 4, interpreter 2, 
mocker 2, ambassadors 1, derision 1, 
mock 1, scornful 1, teachers 1; 27 

02450 JØF ØB  chakam {khaw-kawm'}  

Meaning:  1) wise, wise (man) 1a) skilful 
(in technical work) 1b) wise (in admin-
istration) 1c) shrewd, crafty, cunning, 
wily, subtle 1d) learned, shrewd (class 
of men) 1e) prudent 1f) wise (ethically 
and religiously)  

Usage:  AV - wise 109, wise man 13, cun-
ning 6, cunning men 4, subtil 1, un-
wise 2, wiser 2; 137 

 

Proverbs lays out the big picture what is at stake.  
We are being given advice to choose our teacher 
(banquet host) carefully. We have been given in-
struction to help identify what is wise and foolish, 
the perspective to show the eventual outcome of 
following either. The writer of Prov. 1-9 pleads  
with us: 
 

    ñHear, my son,  
 your father's instruction, and  
     forsake not  
 your mother's teaching, 
  for they are a graceful garland  
   for your head and 
      (they are) pendants  
   for your neck.ò 
 
We are called to make a choice. 
Look ahead, down the road. 
The choice should be obvious. 
 

Humble yourself before the LORD, confessing your desire to follow Him/Wisdom anew! 

Simple - the ignorant, immature, gullible 
one that is in a precarious posi-
tion, but is still teachable and at 
the place of decision. 

 
Fool - the sinful one who has made a 

decision to avoid wisdom, but 
may still be turned back with 
humble repentance. 

 
Scoffer - the wicked one who is gone 

past decision to avoid wisdom 
that he now openly and defiantly 
affronts wisdom as an opponent. 

 (Scoffer is the extreme term for 
the fool who has gone bad. This 
term seems to be used inter-
changeably with the wicked.) 

Wise persons are humble enough to know 
that they are not perfect so they are willing to 
hear criticism. He recognizes that listening to 
it will save himself from more pain/problems 
in the long run. He recognizes that God can 
use anyone and any situation to cause him to 
learn and grow. He recognizes that his own 
insight and knowledge is limited and short-
sighted, thus values the correction and in-
struction of God’s rebuking instrument. 
 
The wise are recognizable by a humble, 
peace-filled, gentle, spirit. They are quick to 
listen, slow to respond. The wise have a high 
view of God’s sovereignty, fearing Him and 
resting peacefully in His personal protection, 
provision and justice. Thus they do not need 
to attack, nor defend, but they just trust in 
God. 
 
The wise person realizes that instruction is 
always for him. He always has more to learn.  

What is a Scoffer?                



1. This phrase shows up in the “bookends” of chapter 1 & 9. 
2. It is presented as the key to the book (is the key to gaining wisdom/knowledge). 
3. Note that Solomon uses a different Hebrew word for “beginning” in these two pas-

sages that has a nuanced difference of meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Note that the order and reference is changed in 1:7 & 9:10 
    In 1:7 fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. 
    In 9:10 fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 
5. Also note that wisdom and knowledge are used interchangeably.  

1:7 Beginning as in ñfirst priorityò 

07225 ZD Ô¤8 ÕW  re'shiyth  

Meaning:  1) first, beginning, best, 
chief 1a) beginning 1b) first 1c) 
chief 1d) choice part  

Usage:  AV - beginning 18, firstfruits 
11, first 9, chief 8, misc 5; 51 

9:10  Beginning as in ñstarting pointò 

08462 >Øu ÔB Ð©  techillah  

Meaning:  1) beginning, first 1a) the 
first time 1b) from the begin-
ning, in the beginning (with 
prep)  

Usage:  AV - beginning 14, first 5, first 
time 2, begin 1; 22 

9:10 "The fear of the LORD  
                 is the beginning of wisdom,  
   and 
     the knowledge of the Holy One  
                 is understanding. 

1:7 The fear of the LORD 
           is the beginning of knowledge,  
     But  
           fools despise wisdom and  
                                 instruction.  

The Key Role 1:7 & 9:10 in Proverbs 

“Fear of the Lord” is a difficult phrase for many Christians to grasp and define in light of the 
cross. Fearing God is a foreign concept to many of us because we know that Christ has reconciled 
to God, satisfied His wrath against us/our sin, justified us as righteous, allows us to boldly ap-
proach His throne. Yet it seems contrary to fear our gospel-giving God.  
 
What is the meaning of the original Hebrew and Greek 
words? Well, the words used mean “fear.” In fact, the 
context surrounding the occurrences of believers fearing 
the Lord in the NT are that of sober warnings to motivate 
the believer to obedience because each will give an ac-
count before God (Acts 5:1-11; Rom. 11:19-22; 13:1-5; 
14:10-12; 1Cor 3:8-17; 4:4-5; 11:29-32; 2Cor 5:9-11; 
7:1; 13:5-10; Eph. 6:5; Phil. 2:12; Heb. 12:5-11; 25-29 
James 3:1; 4:6, 12; 5:9; 19-20; 1Ptr 1:7, 17-19; 2:17; 
4:17-18; Jude v.23; Rev. 1:17, 19:5 (note in some of the 
verses couple of “fear and trembling” together). 
 
NT “fear” is not merely ‘respect’ and ‘awe’-filled 
amazement, nor is it just ‘terror,’ but a combination of the 
two and SO much more (considering the depths of His 
love, grace, mercy, longsuffering, lovingkindness...and jealousy, wrath, impeccable holiness). 
 
To fear God is to acknowledge that He is vastly more powerful than myself. He is the supreme 
holy creator, sovereign ruler, judge of the universe! He is owed deep respect, awe, and yes, terror. 
To fear Him is to recognize my position below Him and my due submission and obedience be-
cause of His supreme holy character and sovereignty. Bought by His Son’s precious blood, I have 
a profound sober responsibility for which I am to give an account to Him. Thus, the beginning of 
wisdom is when I truly realize who God is, only then I am then ready to start receiving and fol-
lowing His instruction. 

What Does “The Fear of  the Lord” Mean? 

03374  ÔD>Ø8 ÐW   yir'ah 

Meaning:  1) fear, terror, fearing 1a) fear, 
terror 1b) awesome or terrifying 
thing (object causing fear) 1c) fear 
(of God), respect, reverence, piety 
1d) revered  

Usage:  AV - fear 41, exceedingly + 01419 
2, dreadful 1, fearfulness 1; 45 

 
<5399> űɞɓ ɤ (phobeo) 
Meaning: to put to flight, to terrify, fright-

en 
Usage: afraid(41), am afraid(2), fear(27), 

feared(5), fearful(2), fearing(6), 
fears(2), filled with awe(1), fright-
ened(6), have fear(1), respect(1). 



How does this apply to us as NT believers? Does the gospel automatically deliver us from 
the realm of being a wicked, a scoffer, or simple person and make us a wise, right-living 
person?  
 
The gospel does set us free from the law of sin and death so that we aren’t naturally com-
pelled to live in slavery to the flesh anymore. But Romans 6, 8 and 12 reveal that now that 
we are in Christ, we must choose to abandon setting our minds on things of the flesh, and 
now set our minds on and walk in Spirit. We are to actively decide to present ourselves as 
living sacrifices, allowing God to transform us by the renewing of our minds. We are to 
determine to put on righteousness and put off wickedness (Rom 13, Eph 4, Col 3). This is 
in essence the same decision presented to the  believing Hebrew reader in Proverbs 9: to 
actively seek after wisdom (walk in the Spirit) or be led astray by sin (walk in the flesh).  
 
Tragically, today’s church is full of believers who have laxed in their pursuit of carefully 
studying and actually applying God’s Word (wisdom). They may have strong denomina-
tional theology, clever philosophies of how to “do” church, culturally acceptable ways of 
treating people, approved theologians and study material, but are not humbly sitting under 
the tutelage of Scripture and the Spirit of God for themselves. And what we see as a result 
is an American church which is largely ineffective, boring, worship-less, cold, lacking in 
love for one another and the lost, devoid of vivacious joy for God’s glory, despondently 
void of enthusiasm for holy living and lacking desperate dependence on prayer. 
 
What is your relationship to wisdom? Do you actively seek after God’s truth and deter-
mine to live according to what you learned? If not, you are on a dangerous path - for not to 
actively pursue God’s truth/wisdom is to make yourself susceptible to fall into sin, pride, 
selfishness, bitterness/scorn, etc. 
 
The call that wisdom gives in this passage, is very similar to the call that Jesus gives in 
John 8:31-32 and 8:51 
8:31b      If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 
8:32       And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
8:51       Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death. 
 
As believers we are to be saturating ourselves with the Truth/Word of God and forsaking 
all those things that the world promises to satisfy us with. Often we fill up on the “junk 
food” of life, and leave no room nor desire for the milk/meat of God’s Word. 
 
Remember that as Christians we have been freed by Christ in order that we would no 
longer be slaves to sin. If we have died with Christ, we are freed from the slavery to sin.  
 
In Romans 6:12-14 Paul reminds us of the implications of our new life with Christ: 
 6:2 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
 6:3 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin,  
      but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead,  
      and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
 6:4 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
  
APPLICATION: 
1. Take a moment to repent of your folly and confess your sin before God. 
2. Tell God that you want to follow wisdom and reject prideful folly. 
3. Ask Him for help in doing that, confessing your need and dependence upon Him. 
4. Consider the following questions to help think through what areas are causing you to 

stumble: 
 

Personal Evaluation 



What are the situations that you find yourself in that cause you to ignore the call of Christ/
Wisdom? What practical steps can you take to forsake those situations? 
 

Who are the people that you find yourself with that cause you to ignore the call of Christ/
Wisdom? What practical steps can you take to forsake those people? 
 

What are some practical things you can do to remind yourself of what is “down the road” as 
you are confronted with sin? 
 

What are some of the ways that you could better saturate yourself (abide) in the Word of God 
and with His fellowship of believers? 
 
When you are presented with truth from a pulpit, a believer, a family member, do you: 

 Listen and respond in an honest humble way, looking for an area to personally grow? 

 Consider that the instruction may be from God - evaluate and pray about it.  

 Get offended?  
Recognize that it requires humility to see past these 5 w’s: 

 Receive instruction—No matter it is WHO identified it in your life 

 Receive instruction—Regardless that WHAT was said may be somewhat wrong 

 Receive instruction—Regardless of WHERE it was that it was brought up 

 Receive instruction—No matter how inconvenient it was WHEN it came up 

 Receive instruction—No matter if the manner in which HOW is was brought up 
 

Consider Prov. 9:7-12, testing your responses to instruction and evaluate if you act as a scoff-
er or a wise person. Here are some considerations to test if you humbly receive wisdom or 
are a Christian-scoffer: 
1. When confronted with truth/instruction/advice/correction/rebuke do you listen, shut down, 

give excuses, attack back, or blow up? 
2. Do you make fun of others? Do you belittle other’s views and positions regardless if they 

are correct? Why? What about these people causes to you take offense? 
3. Does the where… when… how…. the manner in which…  and especially the “who” dis-

qualify your ability to listen and learn? Or are you able to receive instruction from 
anyone regardless if they meet your criteria for respectability? 

4. Are you passionate to learn/grow? Are you willing and wanting to grow in wisdom? Do 
you  pursue a further knowledge of God? Or are you satisfied with your life as it is and 
don’t care to grow? 

Each of us have found ourselves in situations which are difficult to take rebuke. Here are 
some suggestions to respond without shutting down, defending or attacking.   “Count to 10”  
10. Pray: “Lord help me to listen.” 
9. Ask yourself: “Is there truth in what they are saying? Does it line up with Scripture?” 
8. Ask yourself: “Have others identified this in my life before? Is there a common theme?” 
7. Pray: “Lord, did you direct this person to me for my growth? Help me to listen.” 
6. Consider taking notes so you can sor t this through logically. 
5. Ask yourself: “What motivated this person to come to me? Perhaps they are meaning 

well. Care concern. How can I validate their good motive?” 
4. Ask yourself: “Is there something that I have done to this person that I might need to ask 

for forgiveness?” 
3. Pray: “Lord, I need to confess to you some things.” 
2. Consider getting help: a godly accountability par tner who can suppor t you  
1. Repent: Confess it to God and anyone personally affected by it. 
 

WARNING: If you do not listen to criticism and change, you will remain in the state  
you are in and never grow forward into the person God is changing you to be. 

Suggestions When Facing Unwanted Instruction 


